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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



RECEIVED 

JUN 2 8 2002 



TECH CENTER 1600/2900 

Responsive to the Restriction Requirement mailed 
February 13, 2002, entry of the amendment and consideration of 
the following remarks is respectfully requested. A response was 
originally due on March 13, 2002. Applicants submit that with 
the payment for an extension of time for three months, the 
present response is timely filed. 



Z AMENDMENTS 
aims 27 to 31 and 33 to 95. 



REMARKS 



The Office Action in Section 2 has restricted the 
present application to four distinct and independent inventions. 
Provided below are the four inventions set forth in the Office 
Action . 
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Group I: Claims 1 to 26 and 32, directed to a 

method of forcing recombination between 
polynucleotides, classified in class 
435, subclass 91.1; 

Group II: Claims 27 to 52, directed to a method of 

forcing recombination between 
polynucleotides, classified in class 
435, subclass 91.1; 

Group III: Claims 53 to 81, directed to a method of 

RECEIVED forcing recombination between 

polynucleotides, classified in class 
435, subclass 91.1; and 
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Group IV: Claims 82-95, drawn to a method of 

forcing recombination between 
polynucleotides, classified in class 
435, subclass 91.1. 

Election of one of the inventions is required under 
35 U.S. C. § 121. Applicants elect the claims set forth in 
Group I, claims 1 to 26 and 32, for examination. Claims 27 to 31 
and 33 to 95 are cancelled herein without prejudice to Applicants 
pursuing prosecution of the cancelled subject matter in a 
subsequent application claiming the benefit of priority of the 
present application. 
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In Section 6, the Restriction Requirement indicates 
that if the claims of Group I are elected for examination, a 
single species selected from the following: 

(1) polynucleotides only (claims 2 to 8, 11, 12, 15 to 
21, 24, 25, and 32) ; 

(2) functional property assay (claims 9, 10, 22, and 
23) ; and 

(3) adding clamp (claims 13 and 26) , 

is required to be elected for examination. Applicants elect the 
species of polynucleotides only, as recited in claims 2 to 8, 11, 
12, 15 to 21, 24, 25, and 32 for examination. As requested in 
the Restriction Requirement, it is submitted that the elected 
species are readable on claims 1 and 14 . 

Applicants respectfully note that Section 5 appears to 
be a duplicate and erroneous section directed to the election of 
species. Applicants have responded to the requirements as laid 
out in the alternate Section 6 . 
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I CONCLUSION 

Applicants have elected the claims set forth in Group 
I, claims 1 to 26 and 32, for examination. Applicants further 
elect from Group I the species of claims 2 to 8, 11, 12, 15 to 
21, 24, 25, and 32, for examination. The Examiner is invited to 
call Cathryn Campbell or the undersigned attorney if there are 
any questions. 
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